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iv ON FEB. 1, 1 PAID COURTESY CALL ON SOVIET AMB. NOURITDIN 
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MOUKHITDIN O V AS PART OF MY SERIES OF DIPLOMATIC CALLS. AFTER 
USUAL PLEASANTRIES WERE EXCHANGED, AMB. ASKED ME HOW I VIEWED 
CURRENT SITUATION REGARDING SYRIAN PARTICIPATION IN PEACE 
SETTLEMENT. I REPLIED THAT IT IS SZPLL TOO EARLY TO TELL BECAUSE 
SYRIA'S PARTICIPATION IS MORE COMPLICATED THAN THAT OF EGYPT'S. 

I SAID THAT AT PRESENT TIME PRISONERS LIST IS MAJOR OBSTACLE 
STANDING IN WAY OF ISRAELI-SYRIAN DISENGAGEMENT TALKS. I SAID 
ISRAELIS ARE MAKING ACCESS TO LIST SINE QUA NON BEFORE THEY 
AGREE TO TALK ABOUT ANYTHING ELSE. IN THIS REGARD, I NOTED 
THAT THE GENEVA CONVENTION PROVIDES ISRAEL WITH SOUND BASIS 
IN INTERNATIONAL LAW AND PRACTICE. SOVIET AMB. REPLIED THAT 
SYRIA HAS ALSO PUBLICLY ACCEPTED ALL PROTOCOLS OF THE GENEVA 
CONVENTION WHILE ISRAEL HAS NOT. HE CONTINUED THAT THIS MEANS 
SYRIA IS PREPARED TO HAND OVER PRISONER LIST ONCE ISRAEL ALLOWS 
SYRIAN VILLAGERS TO RETURN TO THEIR VILLAGES OCCUPIED DURING 
OCTOBER WAR, BUT WHAT IS ISRAEL PREPARED TO DO? I REPLIED 
THAT IT IS TRAGIC THAT BOTH SIDES ARE ENGAGED THIS KIND OF 
BARGAINING WHICH IN TURN ADVERSELY AFFECTS LIVES OF MANY 
INNOCENT PEOPLE. SOVIET AMB. AGREED. I CONTINUED THAT IT 
IS IMPORTANT FOR SOVIET UNION AND US TO COOPERATE ON THIS 
MATTER AND TRY TO PERSUADE BOTH SIDES TO MAKE SOME COMPROMISE. 
IN NEGOTIATIONS OF THIS KIND, NEITHER SIDE CAN HOPE TO OBTAIN 
EVERYTHING IT WANTS. I ADDED THAT IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT 
THE SOVIET GOVINMENT IS BEING HELPFUL IN THIS REGARD. SOVIET 
AMB. REPLIED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE NOTING THAT MATTER HAS BEEN 
BROUGHT UP IN MOSCOW AT HIGHEST LEVELS. 

2. COMMENT: TALK WAS RELAXED AND CORDIAL. SOVIET AMB. APPEARED 
PLEASED THAT I HAD TAKEN INITIATIVE TO CALL ON HIM AND EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT WE WOULD KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH. WHILE HE DID NOT 
EXPATIATE, IT WOULD APPEAR HIS AFFIRMATION OF SOVIET HELPFULNESS 
ON RUSSIAN ISSUE WOULD TAND CONFIRM REPORTS IN DAMASCUS SOVIETS 
HAVE BEEN TRYING TO PERSUADE SYRIANS TO BE FLEXIBLE ON POW 
ISSUE. 
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